Dick Whittington & his Cat
A family pantomime by Sean Brennan & Damian Shalks

Synopsis of the Story (Long)
Dick Whittington is down on his luck and wants to find his success in London where he has heard the pavements are made of gold. They’re not, and he finds it a challenge to survive.
A ‘Good Fairy’ (Fairy Cupcake) tries to help him but the ‘Baddie’ (King Rat) is determined to stop him being anything like successful. ‘London belongs to me!’ says King Rat.
The Prologue introduces the good fairy and the bad rat. It also introduces Dick Wittington to the audience, along with a cat that Fairy Cupcake has given him as a friend and confidante: Tommy.
Alderman Fitzwarren is the big boss of the town – (Alderman is one down in rank from the Major). A big cheese and he sells lots of it in his local shop. He also owns a big sailing boat: The Saucy Sally which he uses to go on world tours looking for bargains and supplies.
Fitz’s daughter is Alice. She is fancied something rotten by Jack – the lazy layabout son of Sarah the cook to Alderman Fitzwarren, who also serves in the shop, but Alice does not reciprocate Jacks attentions as you will see.
The Captain and Shipmate of the Saucy Sally are Captain Jib and Shipmate Jab. They are useless as sailors, have a ‘run-in’ with Dick over their flirtatious approaches to Alice and scheme with King Rat to make Dick Whittington’s life a misery.
Alice meets Dick Whittington and instantly falls in love and persuades her Dad (Fitz) to give Dick a job in the shop and to let him sleep in the shop too.
King Rat and Captain Jib and Shipmate Jab collude to make it look like Dick has stolen the shops takings, for which he is banished from London.
Dick & Tommy and pretty fed up about this but refuse to walk away.
They spy a chance to slip on board the Saucy Sally ship when Alderman Fitz and all the others take it out across the world (turning left at Spain), to get some more supplies for the shop. King Rat and his little rats also sneak on board. All characters are on it when it sails.

Act 2 begins on board the Saucy Sally where there’s all sorts of funny nautical business including the Mop Scene, before a storm forces everyone to abandon ship. No one knows that Dick and Tommy have sneaked on board and Dick & Alice are briefly re-united before the call to abandon ship. Scene 2 is a musical under-water dance scene with very special effects. All characters and rats get washed up on a shore somewhere very hot with a Sultan and Sultana as rulers.
Sarah and Jack overhear King Rat talking about how he made it look like Dick Whittington had stolen the shops takings and tells Fitz and Alice that Dick was stitched up.
King Rat and his ‘ratties’ proceed to infest the island causing a desperate famine which results in the Sultan proclaiming that ‘Anyone who rids the island of these rats will get half my fortune and other bits and bobs (e.g. his daughter etc)’
It soon becomes apparent that these rats (including the King Rat) are scared to death of Tommy and so, on the promise of half the Sultans booty (plus the bits & bobs), Dick and Tommy get rid of the rat problem and at the last minute, with the Good Fairy’s help, manages to turn King Rat into a nice cuddly friendly pet.
Dick proposes to Alice. They get married on their return to England and at the same time it is announced that the ‘now very rich’ Dick Whittington becomes the Lord Mayor of London.

Synopsis of the Story (Short)
Although Richard Whittington actually lived and was a very rich and charitable man, you will be glad to know the pantomime story and most of the characters are made up!
Alderman Fitzwarren is the ‘Big Cheese of the town and owns the local shop. Sarah the Cook and her son Jack look after the shop and are generally ‘daft’ in a traditional panto fashion.
Dick is down on his luck, but he is given Tommy the Cat by the Good Fairy to keep him company, meets Alderman Fitzwarren’s daughter Alice and falls in love. Alice helps him get a job in her Daddy’s shop. He is accused of stealing the takings, (thanks to the ‘nasty’ King Rat), and so Dick is banished from the city and is sad. 
But he decides to prove his innocence and he sneaks on board the Saucy Sally when it sails off with all the cast on board including two silly sailors, getting new stock for the shop. A shipwreck and rat infestation later, Dick is rewarded for getting rid of the rats by the Sultan and the Sultana (his current wife!). Dick marries Alice, Fitzwarren’s daughter on their return to England when he is made Mayor of London town. 
A traditional Panto with interactive visual funny business and a happy ending.



Synopsis of Dick Whittington Characters

Fairy Cupcake
Traditional Fairy role. 

King or Queen Rat 
Traditional baddie role. Must be able to perform physical tasks (sword fighting) and interact with audience – elicit boo’s 

Alice
Traditional Principle Girl. Romantic. In love with Mr Whittington 

Dick Whittington 
Traditional Principle Boy. Hero. Ambitious. Down on his luck 

Tommy the Cat 
Playful, flexible, energetic cat (possibly a dancer)
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 Alderman and owner of the village shop and the Sea Ship Saucy Sally. He is also father of Alice. 

Jack 
Sarah’s good for nothing son. Lazy – fancies Alice. But Alice thinks of him as a brother. Good friend to all the children in the audience. 

Sarah the Cook  
Traditional Panto Dame. Lousy cook. Bossy. 

Captain Jib 
Gruff bossy Captain. 

Shipmate Jab  
Dopey Shipmate. Funny half of the duo. 

Sultan
Only in two scenes in second half. Bossy Ruler.

Sultana
The Sultans ‘current’ wife. Only in two scenes in second half



