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A Message to all Societies in NODA South East 

This is what I wrote in June  

“Many of you are having a great time in your virtual bubbles – Zoom, Facetime, Google Meet 

and all the other media that are bringing people together albeit in a ‘virtual’ way.  I have seen 

several examples on Facebook and would love to be able to see and share many more.  There 

are play readings, committee meetings, quizzes even cookery lessons in some quarters.  

NODA and the amdram scene are always resourceful.  Take care of yourselves and look 

forward to that great big hug!” 

Well, little has changed in the last three months, if anything things have got tougher just recently.  I 

have kept in touch with several societies and answered quite a few queries.  I have followed groups on 

Facebook and joined in on-line meetings and activities.  Thank you to all those who invited me or one 

or my reps to join you.  Just recently we have attended some ‘virtual’ AGMs and presented awards and 

certificates on TV. 

Just as everything was beginning to ease and groups of 6 could get together the scene changed and we 

have been placed in lockdown, or near enough, once more. 

In all we do NODA is mindful of the need to ensure the health and wellbeing of our volunteers on the 

Regional Committee, our Individual Members and our Societies.  To that end we aim to run all 

meetings from Council down to district meetings via Zoom at least for the first 6 months of 2021.  If 

the situations alters, then obviously everything will be reviewed accordingly. 

Some positive thoughts however:- 

• NODA is extending your 2020 membership until 31st March 2021 thus giving everyone 3 

months free.  In future all subscriptions will be collected on 1st April not 1st January as 

previously. 

• Subscription rates will remain the same for 2021-22 – details are on the NODA website. 

• Regional Reps may make themselves available to attend on-line performances and comment on 

them in the usual way in addition to virtual AGMs and presentations. 

• If comfortable doing so, Regional Reps may attend Covid secure events providing government 

guidelines are followed and subsequently write a report for the society and the website 

• The Regional AGM will take place on Sunday 28th March at 2.30 via Zoom.  All the necessary 

paperwork, proxies etc will be sent out in advance. 
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Please contact your Regional Rep or myself if there is anything amdram related we can help you 

with. Kay Rowan Regional Councillor  kay.rowan@noda.org.uk 

NODA and the World of Amateur Theatre - There have been many positive responses to NODA’s 

publicity efforts to get amateur theatre recognised – thank you to all those who contacted their local 

papers or wrote to their councillors and MPSs.  The Basingstoke Observer published the article in full 

and here is the response from my MP…. 

Dear Ms Rowan 

 

Thank you for your note regarding support amateur theatre. I certainly recognise the value of the 

many amateur arts groups that we have here in East Hampshire, and the opportunities they offer for 

many people to perform, and the entertainment they provide for many others.  

 

Since mid August there has been the resumption of many groups, working within the guidance for the 

performing arts, and I know that has made a difference for groups locally. And from mid September, 

non-professional performing arts activity, including choirs, orchestras and drama groups can 

continue to rehearse or perform together where this is planned activity in line with the guidance, 

and if they can do so while ensuring there is no interaction between groups of more than 6 at any 

time. 

 

I was pleased to see last week that several of the most significant cultural and historic attractions 

here in East Hampshire received funding from the Culture Recovery Fund, including the Phoenix 

Theatre and Arts Centre in Bordon; I know this will make a real difference to helping them manage 

the impact of the pandemic. 

 

Through my role on the DCMS Select Committee I am also able to follow these developments in this 

sector quite closely, which I will continue to do in the weeks and months ahead. 

 

Thank you again for taking the time to contact me. 

 

Kind regards 

Damian Hinds  

==================================== 

Damian Hinds 

Member of Parliament for East Hampshire 

mailto:kay.rowan@noda.org.uk
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THE WAY THINGS WERE…. 

Darren White Alton Operatic & 

Dramatic Society, My Fair Lady, May 

2017 

 
 

Jo Bartlett Laleham Players  

 
 

Kitson Wellard The Addams Family - 

Bexhill Light Operatic Dramatic 

Society- October 2018 - Bexhill Izzard 

Theatre 

 
 
 
 
 

Katie Hobbs The cast of CAOS Musical 

Productions' Half a Sixpence, June 2019 

at the Alexandra Theatre in Bognor 

Regis        

 
 

Lucy Summers 10 years ago...Return to 

the Forbidden Planet...Hayling Musical 

society 

 
 

Sam Ward Avenue Theatre Productions 

- Performance of Cheshire Cats last 

year. AvenueTheatre S'bourne 

 
 

https://www.facebook.com/darren.white.1650?comment_id=Y29tbWVudDoyMDU3MjYyMDExMDc3Mzk4XzIwNjEwNDA0MjczNjYyMjM%3D
https://www.facebook.com/jo.bartlett2?comment_id=Y29tbWVudDoyMDU3MjYyMDExMDc3Mzk4XzIwNjEwNzAxNzA2OTY1ODI%3D
https://www.facebook.com/kitson.wellard?comment_id=Y29tbWVudDoyMDU3MjYyMDExMDc3Mzk4XzIwNTc1MTE4ODQzODU3NDQ%3D
https://www.facebook.com/katie.cook.169405?comment_id=Y29tbWVudDoyMDU3MjYyMDExMDc3Mzk4XzIwNjA3MjgxNDczOTc0NTE%3D
https://www.facebook.com/lucy.summers.16?comment_id=Y29tbWVudDoyMDU3MjYyMDExMDc3Mzk4XzIwNTczNTQzMDEwNjgxNjk%3D
https://www.facebook.com/bit.dizzy?comment_id=Y29tbWVudDoyMDU3MjYyMDExMDc3Mzk4XzIwNTkyODE4MTc1NDIwODQ%3D
https://www.facebook.com/profile.php?id=100002074923617&hc_location=ufi
https://www.facebook.com/photo.php?fbid=10158812410077433&set=p.10158812410077433&type=3&av=318221088314841&eav=AfZU29WT9PlPB_mkoQG7un095KGQVgMboDnqFjqe58jBI_iJ5RrlNu2G2fb009T_s1M
https://www.facebook.com/photo.php?fbid=10157924288068090&set=p.10157924288068090&type=3&av=318221088314841&eav=Afb2faNzJlVE63OQ2_TtmM5gWC2HCcqQPUGxwxABr2NOfZs01NoeMUKqASHezRmuJlU
https://www.facebook.com/photo.php?fbid=10158782331149059&set=p.10158782331149059&type=3&av=318221088314841&eav=AfY0HTNFyPqb6193lmUZ8tHm0JcquBhOdF_sHbMCDZT5fOvWGLj9IP6LsYGsZvCxvBw
https://www.facebook.com/photo.php?fbid=10164664801700436&set=p.10164664801700436&type=3&av=318221088314841&eav=AfZbgdmdW0hnPsZ3l8tODunIzduE9ngysSysGhx_DRhWrI2w38MXCj7odcbpNUKVd_o
https://www.facebook.com/photo.php?fbid=4989773471036473&set=p.4989773471036473&type=3&av=318221088314841&eav=Afbd0fKN2imInxTncq2ZNduuCpw6uFuxmzHZ0ijwk7Qce8FXxXwxOya9GPTH80Xf5_Y
https://www.facebook.com/photo.php?fbid=10224540056747967&set=p.10224540056747967&type=3&av=318221088314841&eav=AfZjdBrF6SqdhTY4qpxd9zxjbq4wXt_KQAJGAxxO81H237xUzLP-0uI2jn7VwrscEzM
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Alison Lawrence Simply Theatre based 

in Woking - Sister Act 2018 - our 10th 

birthday show ! #savethearts  

 
 

Jennifer Haynes The Pranksters Theatre 

Company, Guildford - One Man Two 

Guvnors, 2019 

  
 

Margaret Graham Rita's Revenge - 

Ifield Barn Theatre Society, Crawley. 

October 2019 

 
 
 
 
 

Ade Morris Crowborough Community 

Pantomime 2019 - A Christmas Carol 

 
 

Jennifer Haynes Guildford Amateur 

Theatre Association, an umbrella group 

for some 15 companies 

 
 

Tony Johnson HIADS - 39 Steps in 

2014 

   
Anna Twaits Godalming Theatre Group 

- Cinderella 2019               Godalming 

Theatre Group 

 

https://www.facebook.com/alisonlawrencemummahough?comment_id=Y29tbWVudDoyMDU3MjYyMDExMDc3Mzk4XzIwNTcyODMzNzc3NDE5Mjg%3D
https://www.facebook.com/simplytheatreuk/?hc_location=ufi
https://www.facebook.com/hashtag/savethearts?__eep__=6&hc_location=ufi
https://www.facebook.com/jennifer.haynes.94?comment_id=Y29tbWVudDoyMDU3MjYyMDExMDc3Mzk4XzIwNjA0MTA2MzA3NjI1MzY%3D
https://www.facebook.com/margaret.graham.9421?comment_id=Y29tbWVudDoyMDU3MjYyMDExMDc3Mzk4XzIwNTc4MjIyNTc2ODgwNDA%3D
https://www.facebook.com/ade.morris1?comment_id=Y29tbWVudDoyMDU3MjYyMDExMDc3Mzk4XzIwNTc3MzYxMzEwMjk5ODY%3D
https://www.facebook.com/jennifer.haynes.94?comment_id=Y29tbWVudDoyMDU3MjYyMDExMDc3Mzk4XzIwNjA0NTQyNjA3NTgxNzM%3D
https://www.facebook.com/tony.johnson.52831?comment_id=Y29tbWVudDoyMDU3MjYyMDExMDc3Mzk4XzIwNTk0NjIyNTA4NTczNzQ%3D
https://www.facebook.com/anna.twaits.5?comment_id=Y29tbWVudDoyMDU3MjYyMDExMDc3Mzk4XzIwNTg1NDE3Mjc2MTYwOTM%3D
https://www.facebook.com/godalmingtheatregroup/?hc_location=ufi
https://www.facebook.com/godalmingtheatregroup/?hc_location=ufi
https://www.facebook.com/photo.php?fbid=10158269060945100&set=p.10158269060945100&type=3&av=318221088314841&eav=AfatGclb2m4te1lgo9JqBcwCP8csX2jWEgSMxBuUhcgOGu2L26lqaMLwMUN-Qkg8_yM
https://www.facebook.com/photo.php?fbid=3970338436327925&set=p.3970338436327925&type=3&av=318221088314841&eav=AfYkkpzurV-NIk_0aQSe1MMjOHNuQ3PQh5BAOXQcq6nQyhoWQBZi2Gv6wO_Omzih9tc
https://www.facebook.com/photo.php?fbid=4750027795022462&set=p.4750027795022462&type=3&av=318221088314841&eav=AfZLfo0MHbIl00Iwf66lTv29sedLolAgLoyXy0hZa5dWdhKQMA4z_BmPduHVuAiwQNo
https://www.facebook.com/photo.php?fbid=10157230941635458&set=p.10157230941635458&type=3&av=318221088314841&eav=AfYEqPkdot1Li_hhtCBQz7vgrL4bPNYARFpiVzPoQTgyKuzVVC2UatQD8tV1tT2A5-U
https://www.facebook.com/photo.php?fbid=3970413396320429&set=p.3970413396320429&type=3&av=318221088314841&eav=AfYKza4kon70M8GSmLaUkNCUaExLXW9-Mud5Foj5neXXN3XBmeukeXE7fl8TQeusuyY
https://www.facebook.com/photo.php?fbid=3634341256616982&set=p.3634341256616982&type=3&av=318221088314841&eav=AfZKGx6Cq7nkD6pKzX9omkAoh-SqwBKZ7eK97is7mqqbGzFkCKalMEFeUINmi7Uymgk
https://www.facebook.com/photo.php?fbid=10163973588120411&set=p.10163973588120411&type=3&av=318221088314841&eav=AfZEw1-rSrTZsvQ_O4j-Z3rjJNRP_vigt6Z7iTsm-1H9fZe13yWbUxHCHCda0feWT_k
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Laleham Players are doing things a little 

differently this year…. “Let’s face it we 

are not the Palladium or the Royal 

Opera house so we can’t stage a full 

scale production in the Village Hall this 

year safely… Instead we are filming a 

brand new pantomime in our venue and 

on location that will be available to 

view early next year.” 

Thank you to all those who contributed to the Facebook page.  These are just a few of your photos 

from previous years. 

************* 

THE WAY THINGS WILL BE…. SOMETHING NEW TO TRY 

I have no idea what the future brings but we thought we would try something new, well new to 

NODA South East – DISTRICT MEETINGS via Zoom.  We would like to set up regular meetings 

for societies and individuals within a district to get together and share thoughts and ideas, hopes and 

dreams and where needed to share problems. In the next few weeks I shall be asking your Regional 

Rep to contact you to find out who should be sent the link to the meeting.  The link can be shared 

within your society but we do need to know who will be attending for the purpose of the licence. If 

you have any topics which you would like aired please let your RR know or myself 

************* 

NODA Theatre Summer School 

 

This year’s Theatre Summer school went ahead but in a form no one even envisaged a year ago.  87 

students spent the week logging on to their courses and enjoying the camaraderie that is summer 

school but using a tv screen as the access point.  One of the biggest complaints was that the time 

between the morning and afternoon sessions wasn’t long enough to get a meal and that they had to do 

it themselves!  Hopefully 2021 will be different – we can only hope.  

Plans are afoot for 2021 ………. 
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Advert:  CreativeTaxReliefs  https://www.creativetaxreliefs.com/  This website is certainly worth 

a look.  It may also inspire you to review your society’s constitution and change to a CIO (Charitable 

Incorporated Organisation)  to reap the benefits 

STOP PRESS 

This production won Best Ensemble Piece, Best Production Support and Best Director.  Well Done to 

all those involved. 

 

 

 

 

Presentation of Awards this week to United 

Players– virtual presentation by Gordon Harris – 

Regional Rep District 5 

 

 

 

 

Please contact us if you need us. 

Good luck to all of you in your endeavours. Stay safe & well. 

https://www.creativetaxreliefs.com/

