Template lobbying letter
Letter to a local MP

Dear [MP’s name],
I am writing on behalf of [organisation name], an amateur dramatic society in your constituency and a registered charity.
Like many local theatre groups, we rely on annual membership subscriptions to fund productions, venue hire, rights, insurance and community activity. These subscriptions are expressions of support for our charitable purpose, not consumer purchases, and gift aid on them forms an essential part of our income.
We are increasingly concerned about the impact of the Digital Markets, Competition and Consumers Act 2024 on charitable memberships. The introduction of a 14-day cooling-off period and refund requirements risks undermining the ability of charities like ours to lawfully claim gift aid, despite current HMRC guidance suggesting otherwise.
This legal uncertainty disproportionately affects small, volunteer-run arts charities. Even a modest loss of gift aid could mean fewer productions, higher participation costs, or closure.
I would urge you to support:
· Urgent legislative clarity, not guidance alone
· Explicit exemption of charitable memberships from cooling-off rules
· Continued lawful eligibility for gift aid on charity memberships
This issue was raised in Parliament with clear cross-party concern, and we hope you will help ensure that amateur theatre is not an unintended casualty of consumer legislation aimed at commercial subscriptions.
I would welcome the opportunity to discuss this further.
Yours sincerely,
[Name]
[Role]
[Organisation]
[Contact details]
